
Annual General Meeting 
8th February 2015 
 
 
 
Minutes of Glenearn Golf Club Annual General Meeting 
Venue: Mitchell Room 
 
 
 
 
Attendance 
 
Committee members 
 
Trevor Taylor (Captain) TT Morgan O’Malley (Treasurer) MOM 
Robert Gordon (Vice Captain) RG Donnie Lie (Handicap Secretary) DL 
Colin MacMorran (Match Secretary) CM Johnston Mackie (Committee Member) JM 
 
Apologies  
Chas Masterton (Committee Member) CM Steuart Howie (Secretary) SH 
John Cooper (Committee Member) JC  
 
Golf club members: 
 
A list of members who attended the meeting is attached at Annex A. 
 
Apologies were received from the following members: Steuart Howie, Chas Masterton, David 
Shields, Scot D Stewart, Ken Thomson, Niall Miller, Dougie Donnelly, John Stirk, David Smith, 
Adrian Louden, Dougie Ross, Jim Currie, Alan McAinsh, Ron Forsyth, William Gardner, Jack 
Robertson, Gavin Wiseman, Sandy Martin, Murray Lyle and Graham Begg. 
 
 
1. Minutes of 2014 AGM 
 
The minutes of the AGM from 2014 were approved. These were posted to the Glenearn Web 
Site on Feb 2014. 
 
 
2. Captains report 
 
TT provided the captain’s report. Key points of note were as follows: 
• Overall, 2014 was a very positive year and there were no negatives to report. 
• There has been terrific camaraderie within the club and TT thanked members for their support in 
making his term as captain such a pleasure. 
• TT noted the challenge of making a difference as captain rather than acting as a 
• caretaker. He called on members to continue to lend their support to the committee and to 
future captains in the same way that he enjoyed during his own tenure. 
• During 2014 TT highlighted a number of positive developments for the club: 
• Significant interest in club matches and an increase in the ‘player pool’ of members expressing 
an interest in participating in these to 42. 
• The invitation day was a great success, although it was noted that 12 members were unable to 
participate owing to it being oversubscribed (refer to AoB). 
 
 
 
• The club had introduced the Torragar Trophy with 16 members competing during a highly 
successful and enjoyable trip to the US, during which the club also participated in a Ryder-cup 
style match with Myacama. The club intends to continue to organise such trips on an annual basis 
with the next trip scheduled to take place in Abu Dhabi in October 2015. Thirty nine members 



have signed up 
for the trip to date. 
• The relationship with Mayacama is very strong and they will return to Gleneagles for a return 
match in 2016. 
• The club held an informal celebration and prize giving immediately following the conclusion of 
this year’s club championship. This enjoyed a great turnout to celebrate the club’s new champions 
over dinner in the Dormy clubhouse. It is hoped that members will continue to support this in the 
coming years as the club continues to encourage members to come together and make the club 
an enjoyable, sociable experience. 
• The Ryder Cup was a tremendous success. The club had lobbied for a members tent and was 
successful in this with many members enjoying the facility during the event. 
• Glenearn is the largest club at Gleneagles. It receives the greatest level of support from the 
Gleneagles golf team for provision of tee times, support for the Invitation Day and for the 
Glenearn prize giving. 
• As captain, TT had committed to seeing the club change and improve and encouraged all to 
continue to support the club in its effort to build on the progress that has been made. TT 
encouraged members to develop their own thoughts and ideas and to communicate these to 
committee members for consideration so that all could play their part in the continued 
development of the club. 
 
 
 
 
3. Secretary’s report 
 
As SH was unable to attend, TT provided the Secretary’s report. Key points of note (as of 8th 
February 2015) were as follows: 
 
Changes in membership: 
• Resignations (2) - Ted Fish and Paul Kennedy 
• Suspension of membership (4) - Kenneth Finlayson, John Lang, Colin Mackenzie, 
Martin Hughes 
• New members (4) - Vernon Angus, Iain Stewart, Ralph Pacitti and David Brash. The committee 
will meet with further new members immediately after the AGM (Leslie Patmore and Iain Munro) 
• The current number of members recorded in the Handicap Master system is 170 (including 4 
Starters and 4 Honorary members, giving a playing membership of 162 
– an increase on last year). 
• Four members have not paid their subscriptions to date, despite having been contacted by email 
on 4 occasions. They will be deleted from the Handicap Master system by SH prior to handing over 
the role of Secretary to Brian Johnston w/c 16th Feb 2015. 
 
There were no questions regarding the Secretary’s report. 
 
TT asked members to note the tremendous contribution that SH had given to the club in his role 
as Secretary over a number of years. 
 
 
 
4. Treasurers report and approval of accounts 
 
 
MOM provided the Treasurer’s report. The 2014 accounts, which had previously been circulated to 
all members, were accepted. 
 
TT proposed that the club’s annual subscription be fixed at £60.00. This was accepted. 
 
Proposals to amend the club’s bank signing authority 
Currently cheques have to signed by the Treasurer and counter signed by another Office Bearer. 
This is impractical and an administrative drawback given the time between Committee meetings. 
MOM put forwards three 3 proposals to amend the Finance Section of the club’s constitution to 



update the club’s banking procedures: 
 
1) Any cheques drawn against club funds shall be signed by the Treasurer or other Office 
Bearer. 
2) Payments may also be made by bank debit cards issued to the Treasurer or other Office 
Bearer. 
3) Telephone and/or internet banking may be conducted by the Treasurer or other Office 
Bearer. 
 
It was acknowledged following discussion that any approach to bank payment authorisation 
carried a degree of risk. However, it was agreed that the club’s procedures for accepting new 
members offered a reasonable degree of protection. 
 
The three proposals were put to a vote and accepted by those present. 
 
 
 
5. Election of office bearers 
 
The following members were proposed to serve as the Glenearn Golf Club committee: 
 
Office bearers 
• Captain (Robert Gordon) – proposed by Trevor Taylor, seconded by Donnie Lie. 
• Vice-Captain (Chas Masterton) – proposed by Robert Gordon, seconded by Colin 
MacMorran. 
• Secretary (Brian Johnston) – proposed by Trevor Taylor, seconded by Robert Gordon. 
• Treasurer (Morgan O’Malley) - proposed by Steuart Howie, seconded by Johnston Mackie. 
• Match Secretary (Colin MacMorran) – proposed by Trevor Taylor, seconded by John 
Cooper. 
• Handicap Secretary (Donnie Lie) – proposed by Robert Gordon, seconded by Colin 
MacMorran. 
 
Ordinary Committee Members 
• John Cooper – proposed by Steuart Howie, seconded by Chas Masterton. 
• Leon Wren – proposed by Trevor Taylor, seconded by Steuart Howie. 
• Trevor Taylor – proposed by Philip Mancini Seconded by Alan McAInsh. The above individuals 
were accepted as members of the committee. 
TT proposed an amendment to club’s constitution. Under section 3, the committee comprises 6 
office bearers and 3 ordinary members. Given the importance of IT and associated 
communications with members, TT proposed that the number of ordinary members be reduced to 
2, with the role of Head of IT being established as an additional office bearer on the 
 
 
 
committee. Overall, the committee would still comprise 9 individuals in total. This proposal was 
seconded by Tom Preston and thereby approved. 
 
 
6. Handover of captaincy 
 
Before moving to Any other Business, TT handed over the captaincy to RG and wished him every 
success for 2015 and 2016. 
 
• RG accepted the role of Captain stating that he was privileged and honoured to have been given 
the opportunity. He welcomed new members to the club and looked forward to working with CM, 
as Vice Captain, and with other members of the Committee. 
• RG thanked TT and awarded him with lifelong membership of the SGU in recognition of his 
service as Captain to Glenearn Golf Club. 
• RG thanked JM and SH for their valued support as members of the committee. 
 



 
7. Any other business 
 
a) Invitation Day 
It was noted that 12 members had been unable to attend the Invitation Day during 2014. This 
was a function both of the format of the event (i.e. a shotgun start) and the limited capacity of 
the Mitchell room as venue for the meal (i.e. approx 88 people). 
 
It was suggested that members who were unable to participate last year or those who give strong 
support to the club could perhaps be given priority for this coming year’s event. 
 
TT asked those present to note that it had taken 4 weeks for the event to be fully subscribed in 
2014 – indicating that members did have reasonable notice to indicate their wish to attend. 
 
Action: RG noted that all members should have the opportunity to attend and agreed to review 
alternative options that may exist to allow more members to participate. 
 
b) Glenearn Facebook page 
The question arose as to whether the committee’s new Head of IT would develop the Glenearn 
Facebook site as well as the club’s website. 
 
RG indicated that, following a series of questions from a number of members, the committee had 
rejected the use of a Facebook page. 
 
Following much discussion, TT proposed that the club should develop its own secure, password 
protected Facebook page closed to members of Glenearn Golf Club only. This proposal was put to 
a vote and rejected by those present. 
 
c) Timing of future AGMs 
A proposal to move future AGMs to midweek in the hotel was put to a vote and rejected. 
 
d) Away Day 2015 
RG asked members to note that this year’s away day would be held at Crail on 7th June. Forty 
spaces had been reserved. Invitations to attend will close approx 3 weeks ahead of the event to 
enable the club to release unused slots back to the host club to avoid paying fees for unused 
places. 
 
End of meeting 
 
 
 
Annex A – Golf club members in attendance 
 
The following members signed the register as a record of having attended the meeting: 
 
Iain Clark Robert Gordon 
Barclay McFarlane Charles Stewart Thomson 
D. N. Campbell Brian McDowell 
Donnie Lie Doug Sedge 
Trevor Taylor Donald Livingstone 
Alex Thomson Hector Thomson 
Michael Williams Iain D Stewart 
Myles Retson Ronnie Smith 
Colin MacMorran Peter McCormick 
Duncan MacMorran Tom Preston 
Frank Stewart Gordon Crosbie 
Gordon Anderson Sandy Blaney 
R. Lynn Brian Johnston 
Leon Wren David Oswald 
Ken Lewandowski Phil Mancini 



W. J. Martin Billy McCluskey 
Johnston Mackie 
	  


